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State Budget 2009-10:  New fees structure for Rottnest Island.  
 
The State Government has restructured admission fees for Rottnest Island to reflect a new and 
fairer approach. 
 
As part of this approach, Tourism Minister Liz Constable also announced that for the first time 
there would be a discounted fee for families. 
 
Dr Constable said the new fees structure would ensure that the costs of maintaining  
Rottnest Island were fairly distributed across all visitors. 
 
The Minister said it would also ensure that the Rottnest Island Authority was properly self-
funded and did not need regular hand-outs from the State Government. 
 
“The State Government is strongly of the view that all visitors to the island should pay their fair 
share,” she said. 
 
“It is entirely appropriate that day-trippers to the island pay a lower admission fee than those 
visitors on an extended stay. 
 
“The new structure will help offset the costs of infrastructure, facilities and services and 
protecting the environmental and cultural heritage of the island.” 
 
Dr Constable said the new fees would apply from July 1, 2009, with annual CPI increases for 
the next five years. She said the changes brought Rottnest Island into line with admission fees 
charged by many other tourism destinations, such as the Perth Zoo. 
 
The new fees schedule for day visitors: 
 
 

 
Existing 
Charge 

New 
Charge 

Effective date 
of last increase 

Proposed 
effective date 

Admission Fee - Adult $ 12.90 $ 14.50 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Senior $12.90 $12.30 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Student $12.90 $14.50 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Child 
(4-12) 

$ 1.00 $ 5.00 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2009 
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Admission Fee - Child 
(Under 4 years of age) 

Nil Nil n/a n/a 

Admission Fee - Family 
(Two adults & 2 children) 

n/a $ 33.25 n/a July 1, 2009 

 
The new fees schedule for extended stay visitors: 
 

 
Existing 
Charge 

New 
Charge 

Effective date 
of last increase 

Proposed 
effective date 

Admission Fee - Adult $ 12.90 $ 18.00 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Senior $12.90 $15.30 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee --Student $12.90 $18.00 July 1, 2008 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Child 
(4-12) 

$ 1.00 $ 6.50 July 1, 2004 July 1, 2009 

Admission Fee - Child 
(Under 4 years of age) 

Nil Nil n/a n/a 

Admission Fee - Family 
(Two adults & 2 children) 

n/a $ 41.75 n/a July 1, 2009 

 
Other fees that have been affected by the new approach include: 
 

 
Existing 
Charge 

New Charge 

 
Annual boating admission fee    
 - vessels up to 8m $ 134.90 $ 189.00 
 - vessels greater than 8m but less than 10m $ 153.80 $ 215.50 
 - vessels 10m or greater but less than 15m $ 184.60 $ 258.50 
 - vessels 15m or greater  $ 307.70 $ 431.00 
    
Aerodrome usage fee per landing    
 - aircraft max. loaded weight not greater than 2,000kg $ 25.60 $ 26.50 
 - aircraft max. loaded weight greater than 2,000kg $ 39.10 $ 41.00 
 - any helicopter $ 39.10 $ 41.00 
   
Annual payment by fishing or diving charter operator   
 - 14 or less entries to the reserve $ 25.60 $ 35.50 
 - more than 14 but less than 30 entries to the reserve $ 51.50 $ 72.00 
 - more than 30 but less than 45 entries to the reserve $ 77.10 $ 108.00 
 - 45 or more entries to the reserve $ 102.90 $ 144.50 
   

 

Accommodation costs in the recently refurbished Kingstown precinct will rise from July 1 this 
year. The new fees range from $35 per night (up from $26) for an adult at the youth hostel, to 
$525 per night (up from $430) for an 18-bed cottage in Governor’s Circle and $480 per night 
(up from $404) for an 18-bed dormitory in Kingstown Barracks. 
 
The increases are consistent with the approach adopted after the refurbishment of 
accommodation on other parts of the island to recover costs. The refurbishment of 
accommodation on the island is now complete. 
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